
Plan for fencing a dam

Spillway

Dam wall

Island
Trees minimum
15 metres below 
dam wall.

Shallow areas 
provide great 
habitat for wildlife 
including frogs 
and wading birds.

Sun and prevailing 
wind direction

Provide livestock water 
by piping to a trough, 
keeping the dam clean 
and disease free.

Main
inflow

Plant locally native trees and 
shrubs, creating windbreaks and 
shade to reduce evaporation, 
and providing refuge for wildlife.

Fence dams to 
exclude livestock.

Access gate

Dense grasses, 
sedges and rushes 
will filter water at 
inflow point. Trees 
and shrubs can 
help stabilise the 
inflow, but plant 
these only sparsely.

Valve

Pipe provides 
environmental 
flows to creek 
downstream.

Stock 
watering 
trough.

Diagram adapted from:
‘Enhancing farm dams’ NSW 
Land Services. Sustainable farms.

Creek

Valve

Priming riser with valve.
Syphoning system

No trees or 
shrubs in spillway 
or on dam wall.
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